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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

The title of this volume 100 Tributes can be interpreted in two ways: these are 100 tributes 
to the father of the nation by Rameshbhai in form of 100 portraits… It can also be perceived  
as one tribute each by 100 of Gandhiji’s contemporaries… When Urvish Kothari introduced 
Rameshbhai Thaakar to us, we immediately knew that this was a treasure waiting to be 
unveiled to the world. The first thought that occurred to us was that this volume must be 
produced in a manner befitting its great contents and hence the idea of creating classic 
book with no expenses spared—perhaps deviating from the path Navajivan has taken for 
years—was born.

This volume contains 100 portraits of Mahatma Gandhi sketched by Rameshbhai along 
with handwritten tribute by Gandhiji’s associate/contemporary on it. Care has been taken 
to reproduce the original sketches as faithfully as the technology permits. These portraits are 
arranged in the chronological order of the date on which the tribute was given. The Original 
sketches are printed on the recto—right-hand page of the book, while the facing left page 
contains the details like verbatim script of the original write-up along with its translation 
in other two languages. The page also gives the details like the name of the tribute giver in 
English, Hindi and Gujarati language; short introduction of that personality; the date on 
which the tribute was given and the original language in which the tribute is written. The 
verbatim script of the original write-up is reproduced line by line to match the original so 
that the reader can refer it conveniently and decipher the complete message without difficulty. 
(Sample included on pp. 6-7)

Out of 100 messages, 45 messages are in English, 29 in Gujarati, 22 in Hindi and one each in 
Bengali, Marathi, Punjabi, Sindhi and Urdu. In case of the last four languages, the verbatim 
transcription in Devnagari script is reproduced along with the translations in English, Hindi 
and Gujarati. At the end of the volume, after all the tributes, short biographical notes about 
the personalities are presented along with their photographs. (Sample included on p. 8)

In all, this rich volume strives to recreate the aura of the Gandhian era and may give insight 
about Gandhiji and his associates to the younger generation. If we are able to achieve that, 
we would consider that hundred and first tribute to the father of the nation by us…

_ 4,500 
248 Pages  

Hard case binding 
9.5 inch x 13.25 inch 

Four color offset printing 
Enclosed in protective sleeve
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100 Tributes

The book  is a unique collection of pencil portraits of Mahatma Gandhi rendered 
by Ramesh Thaakar. Each portrait is accompanied by a note, a poem or a short 
statement about Gandhi, by a well-known personality from various walks of life. It 
is an intriguing and interesting collection  which makes you curious to know how 
the collection was made.

The story of  Ramesh Thaakar’s initiation into portrait therefore becomes an essential 
part of the book. At the tender age of eight he accompanied his father, Somnath 
Thaakar, to see Gandhiji in his compartment, while the train halted at Wadhwan 
Camp (now known as Surendranagar). His father was an amateur photographer and 
took two close ups of the Mahatma. The experience of seeing the subject and the 
photographer at that creative moment was etched in the child’s mind  and spurred 
him to five decades of a career in portraits through drawing and photographs.

At 22, he had the opportunity of staying at the Rashtrapati Bhavan and sketching the 
portraits of Dr Rajendra Prasad, the  first  president of India on his birthday. What's 
more, he also sketched  the guests who came, including luminaries  like Harivanshrai 
Bachchan and Ramdharisinh Dinkar.

Over the years, Ramesh Thaakar made 1,800  autographed portraits, as he convinced 
each of his subjects to sign the sketches. The list included  leaders, musicians, actors, 
sportsmen  and foreign dignitaries. However  there  was one major lacuna; he did 
not  have a signed portrait of  Mahatma Gandhi. It was impossible to fill that  gap 
as Gandhiji had passed away months  before  he began his drawing  career.

Undeterred, he decided to fill that void by making 100 pencil sketches of Gandhi, 
at various ages and stages, in different moods and places. Then he got each of the 
sketches autographed, often  with a comment about Gandhi, by people who were 
contemporaries of Gandhi.

This book brings to us hundred  of these sketches and reflections, with as many facets 
of Gandhi. The comments have been thoughtfully presented in Hindi, Gujarati and 
English. There is also a pen portrait of each of the 100  individuals  who wrote about 
Gandhi, providing a miniature who's who of Gandhi's era.

It is a book to be read at leisure, browsing a few pages at a time. It is a useful addition 
to a Gandhian scholar’s library and a reference source for the younger generation to 
know a little about  people who knew Gandhi in his lifetime.

 Ela R. Bhatt
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List of 100 Tributes 
[Chronological Order]

1. Madhu Limaye · ÏÜÁÜà ÝêÜÏÜÑÜå · ÏÜÁÜà ÝêÜÏÜÑÜå Aug 30, 1959 2
2. Rasiklal Parikh · ÓÝôÜ‘_êÜÜêÜ ÆÜÓßƒÜ · ÓÝôÜ‘êÜÜêÜ ÆÜÓßƒÜ Sep 13, 1959 4
3. Jaisukhlal Hathi · èÑÜôÜàƒÜêÜÜêÜ ÷Ü³Üß · èÑÜôÜàƒÜêÜÜêÜ ÷Ü³Üß Sep 19, 1959 6
4. U. N. Dhebar · ‹. ÃÜ. °åËÜÓ · ‹. ÃÜ. °åËÜÓ Sep 21, 1959 8
5. Neelam Sanjiva Reddy · ÃÜßêÜÏÜ ôÜØ¢íÜ Óå®ß · ÃÜßêÜÏÜ ôÜØ¢íÜ Óå®ß Apr 3, 1960 10
6. Mehdi Nawaz  Jung · ÏÜå÷¹ß ÃÜíÜÜ”Ü èØÄÜ · ÏÜå÷¹ß ÃÜíÜÜ” èØÄÜ May 29, 1960 12
7. Vinoba Bhave · ÝíÜÃÜÜåËÜÜ ÍÜÜíÜå · ÝíÜÃÜÜåËÜÜ ÍÜÜíÜå Sep 3, 1960 14
8. Jagjivan Ram · èÄÜ¢íÜÃÜ ÓÜÏÜ · èÄÜ¢íÜÃÜ ÓÜÏÜ Sep 22, 1960 16
9. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit · ÝíÜèÑÜÜ êÜšÏÜß ÆÜØÝ²´Ü · ÝíÜèÑÜÜ êÜšÏÜß ÆÜØÝ²´Ü Oct 7, 1960 18

10. Jivraj N. Mehta · ¢íÜÓÜè ÃÜÜ. ÏÜ÷å´ÜÜ · ¢íÜÓÜè ÃÜÜ. ÏÜ÷å´ÜÜ Oct 29, 1960 20
11. Kalu Lal Shrimali · ‘_ÜêÜâ êÜÜêÜ ñÜßÏÜÜêÜß · ‘ÜêÜâ êÜÜêÜ ñÜßÏÜÜêÜß Nov 1, 1960 22
12. Mrinalini Sarabhai · ÏÜä±ÜÜÝêÜÃÜß ôÜÜÓÜÍÜÜ‰ · ÏÜä±ÜÜÝêÜÃÜß ôÜÜÓÜÍÜÜ‰ Nov 13, 1960 24
13. Shankarlal Banker · ïÜØ‘_ÓêÜÜêÜ ËÜÇ‘_Ó · ïÜØ‘ÓêÜÜêÜ ËÜÇ‘Ó Nov 18, 1960 26
14. Hansa Mehta · ÷ØôÜÜ ÏÜ÷å´ÜÜ · ÷ØôÜÜ ÏÜ÷å´ÜÜ Mar 6, 1961 28
15. N. G. Ranga · ~ÃÜ. ¢. ÓØÄÜÜ · †åÃÜ. ¢. ÓØÄÜÜ Apr 6, 1961 30
16. Humayun Kabir · ÷àÏÜÜÑÜàØ ‘_ËÜßÓ · ÷àÏÜÜÑÜàØ ‘ËÜßÓ May 24, 1961 32
17. Balwantrai Mehta · ËÜêÜíÜØ´ÜÓÜÑÜ ÏÜ÷å´ÜÜ · ËÜêÜíÜØ´ÜÓÜÑÜ ÏÜ÷å´ÜÜ Jun 15, 1961 34
18. Morarji Desai · ÏÜÜåÓÜÓ¢ ¹åôÜÜ‰ · ÏÜÜåÓÜÓ¢ ¹åôÜÜ‰ Jun 16, 1961 36
19. P. Subbaroyan · ÝÆÜ. ôÜàËÜÜÓÜåÑÜÃÜ · ÆÜß. ôÜàËÜÜÓÜåÑÜÃÜ Jul 3, 1961 38
20. Aruna Asaf Ali · †Óà±ÜÜ †ÜôÜÉ_ †êÜß · †Óà±ÜÜ †ÜôÜÉ †êÜß Jul 30, 1961 40
21. N. R. Malkani · ~ÃÜ. †ÜÓ. ÏÜê‘_ÜÃÜß · †åÃÜ. †ÜÓ. ÏÜê‘Ü±Üß Sep 15, 1961 42
22. Deen Dayal Upadhyay · ¹ßÃÜ ¹ÑÜÜêÜ ‹ÆÜÜÁÑÜÜÑÜ · ¹ßÃÜ ¹ÑÜÜêÜ ‹ÆÜÜÁÑÜÜÑÜ Sep 26, 1961 44
23. Balraj Sahni · ËÜêÜÓÜè ôÜ÷ÜÃÜß · ËÜêÜÓÜè ôÜ÷ÜÃÜß Dec 8, 1961 46
24. Shankar Rao Dev · ïÜØ‘_Ó ÓÜíÜ ¹åíÜ · ïÜØ‘Ó ÓÜíÜ ¹åíÜ Mar 8, 1962 48
25. Dada Dharmadhikari · ¹Ü¹Ü ÁÜÏÜÜÚÝÁÜ‘_ÜÓß · ¹Ü¹Ü ÁÜÏÜÜÚÝÁÜ‘ÜÓß Aug 14, 1962 50
26. Kaka Kalelkar · ‘_Ü‘_Ü ‘_ÜêÜåêÜ‘_Ó · ‘Ü‘Ü ‘ÜêÜåêÜ‘Ó Sep 3, 1962 52
27. C. P. Ramaswami Aiyer · ôÜß. ÆÜß. ÓÜÏÜôíÜÜÏÜß †ÑÑÜÓ · ôÜß. ÆÜß. ÓÜÏÜôíÜÜÏÜß †ÑÑÜÓ Sep 28, 1962 54
28. Jayaprakash Narayan · èÑÜÆÂ‘_ÜïÜ ÃÜÜÓÜÑÜ±Ü · èÑÜÆÜÂ‘ÜïÜ ÃÜÜÓÜÑÜ±Ü Oct 2, 1962 56
29. J. B. Kripalani · èå. ËÜß. ‘ä_ÆÜÜêÜÜ±Üß · èå. ËÜß. ‘äÆÜÜêÜÜ±Üß Nov 30, 1962 58
30. N. V. Gadgil · ÃÜ. ÝíÜ. ÄÜÜ²ÄÜßêÜ · ÃÜ. ÝíÜ. ÄÜÜ²ÄÜßêÜ Dec 3, 1962 60
31. Prithvi Singh Azad · ÆÜä³íÜß ÕôÜ÷ †Üè{Ü¹ · ÆÜä³íÜß ÕôÜ÷ †Ü”Ü¹ Mar 24, 1963 62
32. K. K. Shah · ‘å_. ‘å_. ïÜÜ÷ · ‘å. ‘å. ïÜÜ÷ May 17, 1963 64
33. C. Rajagopalachari · ôÜß. ÓÜèÄÜÜåÆÜÜêÜÜœÜÜÓß · ôÜß. ÓÜèÄÜÜåÆÜÜêÜÜœÜÜÓß May 20, 1963 66
34. Gayatri Devi · ÄÜÜÑÜµÜß ¹åíÜß · ÄÜÜÑÜµÜß ¹åíÜß May 20, 1963 68
35. Subhadra Joshi · ôÜàÍÜºÜ ¡åïÜß · ôÜàÍÜºÜ ¡åïÜß May 21, 1963 70
36. Kanaiyalal M. Munshi · ‘_ÃÜæÑÜÜêÜÜêÜ ~ÏÜ. ÏÜàÃÜïÜß · ‘ÃÜæÑÜÜêÜÜêÜ †åÏÜ. ÏÜàÃÜïÜß May 24, 1963 72
37. Lilavati Munshi · êÜßêÜÜíÜ´Üß ÏÜàÃÜïÜß · êÜßêÜÜíÜ´Üß ÏÜàÃÜïÜß May 24, 1963 74
38. R. R. Diwakar · †ÜÓ. †ÜÓ. ¹ßíÜÜ‘_Ó · †ÜÓ. †ÜÓ. ¹ßíÜÜ‘Ó Sep 14, 1963 76
39. Lal Bahadur Shastri · êÜÜêÜ ËÜ÷Ü¹âÓ ïÜÜôµÜß · êÜÜêÜ ËÜ÷Ü¹àÓ ïÜÜôµÜß Oct 16, 1963 78
40. B. Ramakrishna Rao · ËÜß. ÓÜÏÜ‘ä_ó±Ü ÓÜíÜ · ËÜß. ÓÜÏÜ‘äó±Ü ÓÜíÜ Nov 26, 1963 80
41. M. S. Aney · ~ÏÜ. ~ôÜ. †±Üå · †åÏÜ. †åôÜ. †±Üå Dec 18, 1966 82
42. Guru Dayal Mallik · ÄÜàÓà ¹ÑÜÜêÜ ÏÜÞêêÜ‘_ · ÄÜàÓà ¹ÑÜÜêÜ ÏÜÞêêÜ‘ Feb 21, 1967 84
43. Gaganvihari Mehta · ÄÜÄÜÃÜÝíÜ÷ÜÓß ÏÜ÷å´ÜÜ · ÄÜÄÜÃÜÝíÜ÷ÜÓß ÏÜ÷å´ÜÜ Mar 19, 1967 86
44. Harindranath Chattopadhyay · ÷ÓßÃºÃÜÜ³Ü œÜ©ÜåÆÜÜÁÑÜÜÑÜ · ÷ÓßÃºÃÜÜ³Ü œÜ©ÜåÆÜÜÁÑÜÜÑÜ Apr 11, 1967 88
45. Indira Gandhi · ‡ÝÃ¹ÓÜ ÄÜÜØÁÜß · ˆÝ¹ÓÜ ÄÜÜØÁÜß Sep 30, 1967 90
46. Raja Mahendra Pratap · ÓÜ¡ ÏÜ÷åÃº ÆÂ´ÜÜÆÜ · ÓÜ¡ ÏÜ÷åÃº ÆÜÂ´ÜÜÆÜ Oct 20, 1969 92
47. Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan · ƒÜÜÃÜ †Ë¹àêÜ ÄÜÈÉ_ÜÓ ƒÜÜÃÜ · ƒÜÜÃÜ †Ë¹àêÜ ÄÜÈÉÜÓ ƒÜÜÃÜ Oct 21, 1969 94
48. Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw ·  ÝÉ_ê² ÏÜÜïÜÚêÜ ôÜåÏÜ ÏÜÜ±Üå‘_ïÜÜ ·  ÝÉê² ÏÜÜïÜÚêÜ ôÜåÏÜ ÏÜÜ±Üå‘ïÜÜ Dec 13, 1987 96
49. Minoo Masani · ÏÜßÃÜâ ÏÜôÜÜ±Üß · ÏÜßÃÜà ÏÜôÜÜ±Üß Jan 30, 1988 98
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50. Gulzari Lal Nanda · ÄÜàêÜ¡Óß êÜÜêÜ ÃÜØ¹Ü · ÄÜàêÜ”ÜÓß êÜÜêÜ ÃÜØ¹Ü Dec 25, 1988 100
51. Abha Gandhi · †ÜÍÜÜ ÄÜÜØÁÜß · †ÜÍÜÜ ÄÜÜØÁÜß Jan 30, 1989 102
52. Baba Amte · ËÜÜËÜÜ †ÜÏÜüå · ËÜÜËÜÜ †ÜÏÜüå Mar 16, 1989 104
53. Manibahen Patel · ÏÜ±ÜßËÜ÷åÃÜ ÆÜüåêÜ · ÏÜ±ÜßËÜ÷åÃÜ ÆÜüåêÜ Apr 21, 1989 106
54. Hitendra Desai · Ý÷´ÜåÃº ¹åôÜÜ‰ · Ý÷´ÜåÃº ¹åôÜÜ‰ Apr 22, 1989 108
55. R. K. Trivedi · †ÜÓ. ‘å_. ÝµÜíÜå¹ß · †ÜÓ. ‘å. ÝµÜíÜå¹ß Apr 22, 1989 110
56. Sushila Nayyar · ôÜàïÜßêÜÜ ÃÜæÑÜÓ · ôÜàïÜßêÜÜ ÃÜæÑÜÓ Apr 23, 1989 112
57. Atal Bihari Vajpayee · †üêÜ ÝíÜ÷ÜÓß ËÜÜèÆÜåÑÜß · †üêÜ ÝËÜ÷ÜÓß íÜÜèÆÜåÑÜß May 3, 1989 114
58. Satish Kalelkar · ôÜ´ÜßïÜ ‘_ÜêÜåêÜ‘_Ó · ôÜ´ÜßïÜ ‘ÜêÜåêÜ‘Ó May 7, 1989 116
59. Jhinabhai Desai, ‘Sneharashmi’ · ”Üß±ÜÜÍÜÜ‰  ¹åôÜÜ‰ `ôÃÜå÷ÓÞïÏÜ' · ”ß±ÜÜÍÜÜ‰ ¹åôÜÜ‰ `ôÃÜå÷ÓÞïÏÜ' May 9, 1989 118
60. Jagan Mehta · èÄÜÃÜ ÏÜ÷å´ÜÜ · èÄÜÃÜ ÏÜ÷å´ÜÜ May 9, 1989 120
61. Dhiren Gandhi · ÁÜßÓåÃÜ ÄÜÜØÁÜß · ÁÜßÓåÃÜ ÄÜÜØÁÜß Jun 10, 1989 122
62. Nirubhai Desai · ÃÜßÓàÍÜÜ‰ ¹åôÜÜ‰ · ÃÜßÓàÍÜÜ‰ ¹åôÜÜ‰ Jun 14, 1989 124
63. Kapilprasad M. Dave · ‘_ÝÆÜêÜÆÂôÜÜ¹ ÏÜ. ¹íÜå. · ‘ÝÆÜêÜÆÜÂôÜÜ¹ ÏÜ. ¹íÜå Jun 24, 1989 126
64. Yashwant Shukla · ÑÜïÜíÜØ´Ü ïÜàøêÜ · ÑÜïÜíÜØ´Ü ïÜàøêÜ Aug 2, 1989 128
65. Prabhudas Gandhi · ÆÂÍÜà¹ÜôÜ ÄÜÜØÁÜß · ÆÜÂÍÜà¹ÜôÜ ÄÜÜØÁÜß Aug 15, 1989 130
66. Ratnaji Boricha · Ó´ÃÜÜ¢ ËÜÜåÓßœÜÜ · Ó´ÃÜÜ¢ ËÜÜåÓßœÜÜ Aug 19, 1989 132
67. Sushila Ganesh Mavalankar · ôÜàïÜßêÜÜ ÄÜ±ÜåïÜ ÏÜÜíÜìØ‘_Ó · ôÜàïÜßêÜÜ ÄÜ±ÜåïÜ ÏÜÜíÜìØ‘Ó Aug 21, 1989 134
68. Purushottam Ganesh Mavalankar · ÆÜàÓàóÜÜå¶ÜÏÜ ÄÜ±ÜåïÜ ÏÜÜíÜìØ‘_Ó · ÆÜàÓàóÜÜå¶ÜÏÜ ÄÜ±ÜåïÜ ÏÜÜíÜìØ‘Ó Aug 21, 1989 136
69. Chhaganlal Joshi · “ÄÜÃÜêÜÜêÜ ¡åóÜß · “ÄÜÃÜêÜÜêÜ ¡åóÜß Aug 27, 1989 138
70. Purushottam N. Gandhi · ÆÜàÓàóÜÜå¶ÜÏÜ ÃÜÜ. ÄÜÜØÁÜß · ÆÜàÓàóÜÜå¶ÜÏÜ ÃÜÜ. ÄÜÜØÁÜß Sep 8, 1989 140
71. Vijaya P. Gandhi · ÝíÜŸÜÑÜÜ ÆÜà. ÄÜÜØÁÜß · ÝíÜèÑÜÜ ÆÜà. ÄÜÜØÁÜß Sep 15, 1989 142
72. Manubhai Pancholi  ‘Darshak’ · ÏÜÃÜàÍÜÜ‰ ÆÜØœÜÜåêÜß `¹ïÜÚ‘_' · ÏÜÃÜàÍÜÜ‰ ÆÜØœÜÜåìß `¹ïÜÚ‘' Jun 14, 1990 144
73. Laljibhai Krushnadas Parmar · êÜÜêÜ¢ÍÜÜ‰ ‘ä_ó±Ü¹ÜôÜ ÆÜÓÏÜÜÓ · êÜÜêÜ¢ÍÜÜ‰ ‘äó±Ü¹ÜôÜ ÆÜÓÏÜÜÓ Sep 3, 1990 146
74. Mahipal Singh Shastri · ÏÜ÷ßÆÜÜêÜ ÕôÜ÷ ïÜÜôµÜß · ÏÜ÷ßÆÜÜêÜ ÕôÜ÷ ïÜÜôµÜß Dec 16, 1990 148
75. Anand Totaram Hingorani · †ÜÃÜØ¹ ´ÜÜå´ÜÜÓÜÏÜ Ý÷ØÄÜÜåÓÜ±Üß · †ÜÃÜØ¹ ´ÜÜå´ÜÜÓÜÏÜ Õ÷ÄÜÜåÓÜ±Üß Jul 13, 1991  150
76. Gopalkrishna Gandhi · ÄÜÜåÆÜÜêÜ ‘ä_ó±Ü ÄÜÜØÁÜß · ÄÜÜåÆÜÜêÜ ‘äó±Ü ÄÜÜØÁÜß July 16, 1991 152
77. R. Venkataraman · †ÜÓ. íÜÇ‘_üÓÜÏÜÃÜ · †ÜÓ. íÜÇ‘üÓÜÏÜÃÜ Jul 19, 1991 154
78. Tara Bhattacharya · ´ÜÜÓÜ ÍÜ©ÜœÜÜÑÜÚ · ´ÜÜÓÜ ÍÜ©ÜœÜÜÑÜÚ Jul 20, 1991 156
79. Rajmohan Gandhi · ÓÜèÏÜÜå÷ÃÜ ÄÜÜØÁÜß · ÓÜèÏÜÜå÷ÃÜ ÄÜÜØÁÜß Jul 23, 1991 158
80. Bishambhar Nath Pande · ÝËÜïÜÏÍÜÓ ÃÜÜ³Ü ÆÜÜ±²å · ÝËÜïÜØÍÜÓ ÃÜÜ³Ü ÆÜÜØ²å Jul 27, 1991 160
81. Pandit Ravishankar · ÆÜØ. ÓÝíÜïÜØ‘_Ó · ÆÜØ. ÓÝíÜïÜØ‘Ó Jul 29, 1991 162
82. Zail Singh · è}æêÜ ÕôÜ÷ · ”æêÜ ÕôÜ÷ Aug 1, 1991 164
83. Amrita Pritam · †ÏÜä´ÜÜ ÆÂß´ÜÏÜ · †ÏÜä´ÜÜ ÆÜÂß´ÜÏÜ Aug 1, 1991 166
84. Chandrashekhar · œÜÃºïÜåƒÜÓ · œÜØºïÜåƒÜÓ Aug 3, 1991 168
85. Shankar Dayal Sharma · ïÜØ‘_Ó ¹ÑÜÜêÜ ïÜÏÜÜÚ · ïÜØ‘Ó ¹ÑÜÜêÜ ïÜÏÜÜÚ Aug 9, 1991 170
86. V. G. Jog · íÜß. ¢. ¡åÄÜ · íÜß. ¢. ¡åÄÜ Sep 7, 1991 172
87. Mulk Raj Anand · ÏÜàê‘_ ÓÜè †ÜÃÜÃ¹ · ÏÜàê‘ ÓÜè †ÜÃÜØ¹ Nov 24, 1991 174
88. K. Brahmanand Reddy · ‘å_. ËÂúÜÃÜÃ¹ Óå®ß · ‘å. ËÜÂúÜÃÜØ¹ Óå®ß Dec 5, 1991 176
89. Karan Singh · ‘_±ÜÚÕôÜ÷ · ‘±ÜÚÕôÜ÷ Dec 5, 1991 178
90. Krishna Chandra Pant · ‘ä_ó±ÜœÜØº ÆÜÃ´Ü · ‘äó±ÜœÜØº ÆÜØ´Ü Dec 10, 1991 180
91. Frank Anthony · Ê_åÃ‘_ ~Ã³ÜÃÜß · ÊåÃ‘ †åÃ³ÜÃÜß Dec 15, 1991 182
92. Bachendri Pal · ËÜœÜåÃºß ÆÜÜêÜ · ËÜœÜåÃºß ÆÜÜêÜ Dec 19, 1991 184
93. Bhabesh Chandra Sanyal · ÍÜÜËÜåïÜ œÜÃº ôÜÜÃÑÜÜêÜ · ÍÜÜËÜåïÜ œÜÃº ôÜÜÃÑÜÜêÜ Dec 23, 1991 186
94. Jagmohan ‘Sur-sagar’ · èÄÜÏÜÜå÷ÃÜ `ôÜàÓ-ôÜÜÄÜÓ' · èÄÜÏÜÜå÷ÃÜ `ôÜàÓ-ôÜÜÄÜÓ' Jan 9, 1992 188
95. Vijay Hazare · ÝíÜèÑÜ ÷è}ÜÓå · ÝíÜèÑÜ ÷”ÜÓå Jan 31, 1992 190
96. K. Natwar Singh · ‘å . ÃÜüíÜÓ ÕôÜ÷ · ‘å. ÃÜüíÜÓ ÕôÜ÷ Oct 9, 1992 192
97. Babubhai Jashbhai Patel · ËÜÜËÜâÍÜÜ‰ èïÜÍÜÜ‰ ÆÜüåêÜ · ËÜÜËÜàÍÜÜ‰ èïÜÍÜÜ‰ ÆÜüåêÜ May 2, 1993 194
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I was lucky to have met Bapu twice as a  
teenager and sing Bhajan for him. Both the times  
my elder brother Dada Uday Shankar was with me.  
The Second time in mid thirties Dada asked if  
Bapu could help him in his project of building  
an Art & Culture Centre that he was planning!  
Mahatmaji replied with that lovely smile of his  
‘The country is full of hungry, clothless and  
roofless people. We must take care of them first  
& then for Gana-bajana.’ etc. …

ÏÜÌ ÍÜÜÄÑÜíÜÜÃÜ ³ÜÜ Ý‘_ †ÆÜÃÜß Ý‘_ïÜÜåÓ-†íÜô³ÜÜ ÏÜÇ ÏÜÌ ËÜÜÆÜâ ôÜå ¹Üå ËÜÜÓ ÝÏÜêÜÜ 
†ÜæÓ ‹ÃÜ ‘å_ ôÜÜÏÜÃÜå ÍÜèÃÜ ÄÜÜ~ | ¹ÜåÃÜÜÇ ËÜÜÓ ÏÜåÓå ôÜÜ³Ü ÏÜåÓå ËÜ²å ÍÜÜ‰ ¹Ü¹Ü 
‹¹ÑÜïÜØ‘_Ó¢ ³Üå | ¹âôÜÓß ËÜÜÓ, Ý´ÜôÜÓå ¹ïÜ‘  ‘å_ ÏÜÁÑÜ ÏÜÇ, ¹Ü¹Ü ÃÜå ËÜÜÆÜâ ôÜå 
ÝËÜÃÜ´Üß ‘_ß Ý‘_ ‘_êÜÜ †ÜæÓ ôÜØô‘ä_Ý´Ü ‘å_Ãº ‘_ß ô³ÜÜÆÜÃÜÜ ‘_ÓÃÜå ‘_ß ¡å ÑÜÜåèÃÜÜ 
íÜ÷ ËÜÃÜÜ Ó÷å ÷æ ‹ôÜ ÏÜÇ ËÜÜÆÜâ ‘à_“ ÏÜ¹¹ ‘_Óå! ÏÜ÷Ü´ÏÜÜ¢ ÃÜå †ÆÜÃÜå ôÃÜå÷ßêÜ 
ÏÜàô‘_ÜÃÜ ôÜå ‹¶ÜÓ Ý¹ÑÜÜ : `ÍÜâƒÜå, ÃÜØÄÜå †ÜæÓ ÝËÜÃÜÜ ÏÜ‘_ÜÃÜ ‘å_ êÜÜåÄÜÜÇ ôÜå ¹åïÜ ÍÜÓÜ 
÷à†Ü ÷æ | ÆÜ÷êÜå ÷ÏÜÇ ‹ÃÜ ‘_ß ÕœÜ´ÜÜ ‘_ÓÃÜß œÜÜÝ÷~, ‹ôÜ ‘å_ ËÜÜ¹ ÄÜÜÃÜÜ-ËÜ¡ÃÜÜ  
‡´ÑÜÜÝ¹...''

÷àØ ÍÜÜÄÑÜïÜÜìß ÷´ÜÜå ‘å ÏÜÜÓß Ý‘ïÜÜåÓ-†íÜô³ÜÜÏÜÜØ ËÜÜÆÜàÃÜå ËÜå íÜÜÓ ÏÜìíÜÜÃÜàØ 
³ÜÑÜàØ †ÃÜå †åÏÜÃÜß ôÜÏÜšÜ ÍÜèÃÜ ÄÜÜíÜÜ ÏÜëÑÜàØ. ËÜØÃÜå íÜƒÜ´Ü ÏÜÜÓß ôÜÜ³Üå ÏÜÜÓÜ 
ÏÜÜåüÜ ÍÜÜ‰ ¹Ü¹Ü ‹¹ÑÜïÜØ‘Ó ÷´ÜÜ. ËÜß¢ íÜÜÓ µÜß¡ ¹ôÜ‘ÜÃÜÜ ÏÜÁÑÜÏÜÜØ, 
¹Ü¹Ü†å ËÜÜÆÜàÃÜå ÝíÜÃÜØ´Üß ‘Óß ‘å ÆÜÜå´Üå èå ‘êÜÜ †ÃÜå ôÜØô‘äÝ´Ü ‘åÃºÃÜß ÑÜÜåèÃÜÜ 
™Ü²ß ÓûÜ ÷´ÜÜ ´ÜåÏÜÜØ ËÜÜÆÜà ´ÜåÏÜÃÜå ÏÜ¹¹ ‘Óå! ÏÜ÷Ü´ÏÜÜ¢†å ÆÜÜå´ÜÜÃÜÜ ÏÜÜå÷‘ 
ÞôÏÜ´Ü ôÜÜ³Üå ‹¶ÜÓ †ÜÆÑÜÜå : `¹åïÜÏÜÜØ ÍÜâƒÑÜÜ, ÃÜíÜôµÜ †ÃÜå ÏÜ‘ÜÃÜÝíÜ÷Üå±ÜÜ 
êÜÜå‘Üå “å. ÆÜ÷åêÜÜØ †ÜÆÜ±Üå †åÏÜÃÜß ÕœÜ´ÜÜ ‘ÓíÜß ¡å‰†å †ÃÜå ÆÜ“ß ÄÜÜíÜÜ-
íÜÄÜÜ²íÜÜÃÜàØ ‡´ÑÜÜÝ¹...'

This & facing page: a sample spread from the book
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a sample page from the book
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Ravishankar Raval, 1972
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Mulk Raj Anand

APJ Abdul Kalam and Sonia Gandhi at exhibition at NMML, 2004

R Venkatraman

with wife KantabenRamesh Thaakar  (Born 27 June 1931, Vadodara)
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Sundaram

Dr. Salim Ali

Dr. Zakir Husain

Mohammad Rafi

Mother Teresa

Pt. Ravishankar

Lal Bahadur Shastri
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MY ARTISTIC JOURNEY

Creating a portrait, be it with pencil, crayon, oil or 
camera, has been a life-long passion for me. During my 
artistic journey of past six decades, I have had the privilege 
to draw more than 1,800 portraits of personalities from 
almost all walks of life. Not being the one to be content 
with just drawing a portrait, I have each of these 1,800 
creations autographed by those luminaries. But nothing 
has been more satisfying than creating one hundred 
crayon and pencil portraits of Mahatma Gandhi, each 
one bringing out a different facet of this towering 
personality. Equally fascinating has been the vast and 
varied experience of getting not just the autograph but 
also the tribute to Bapu on these portraits from hundred 
different personalities in their own handwritings. This 
endeavour of mine to pay homage to Bapu in my own 
humble way, spread over a period of five decades, has not 
been easy. But the fact that it has led to creating a unique 
collection which in turn has made this book possible, has 
been worth the effort.

 
(Ramesh Thaakar)


