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INTRODUCTION

The 97 volumes of The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi 
contain over 33,000 letters written by M. K. Gandhi. The 
editorial architecture of the CWMG does not permit the 
letters received by M. K. Gandhi to be incorporated in the 
series, except of course as some footnotes or as items in 
the appendices. 

Several collections of M. K. Gandhi’s correspondence with 
others have been edited and published. His correspondence 
with Romain Rolland, Jawaharlal Nehru, Rabindranath Tagore, 
Sarojini Naidu, and Mirabehn [Madeleine Slade] have been 
published.

The archives of the Sabarmati Ashram Preservation and 
Memorial Trust contain approximately 8500 letters received 
and preserved by M. K. Gandhi. The letters are principally 
in three languages (Gujarati, Hindi, English). This project 
aspires to transcribe and publish these letters as “Letters to 
Gandhi.” These volumes are intended to be read along with 
the CWMG. For this reason, where possible, a reference to 
M. K. Gandhi’s response contained in the CWMG is provided.

These volumes will be in three languages but, the series 
will not include translations of the letters in other two languages. 
These letters, following the editorial architecture of the CWMG 
are presented in chronological order. The first volume in the 
series contains letters from 1889-1900 and has 312 letters and 
8 appendices. This second volume contains letters from 1901 
to 1910 and has 281 letters and 109 appendices. The editors 
have taken every care to transcribe the letters faithfully and 
they are published here as in the original, with all variations 
in spellings and forms of address.

Dina Patel, Shyno Baby Paul, Hetal Rathod, Niru Olakiya 
have helped in making of this volume. Much thanks. We 
thank the trustees of the Sabarmati Ashram Preservation 
and Memorial Trust for their support. We thank Vivek 
Desai, Apurva Ashar and Soham Patel of Navajivan. We 
are grateful to Professor Rudrangshu Mukherjee, Chancellor, 
Ashoka University for supporting this publication.
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1.  LETTER FROM LANCELOT PARKER BOOTH 1

The Deanery 
Umtata

January [10, 1901]2

MY DEAR MR. GANDHI,

I have received an official letter stating that correspondence 
from the War office will be forwarded to me informing me that 
“The work of the Natal Volunteer Indian Ambulance Leader has 
been brought to the notice of Her Majesty the Queen, and that 
the Commander in Chief has decided that the names of these 
men are to be included in the Medal Rolls for the South Africa 
1899-1900 medal3.”

I shall write again to you when I receive the correspondence.
I enclose another note4.
Our best regards to all.

Affectionately yours, 
Lancelot P. Booth

S.N. 3755

2.  LETTER FROM LANCELOT PARKER BOOTH

The Deanery 
Umtata

January 28, 1901
MY DEAR MR. GANDHI,

With a great scramble I am able to get off by this post 
enclosed copies of the official correspondence forwarded to me 
today.

I should think the part I have lined, about the Queen, 
might well be copied for each Leader.

1  Rev. Canon Booth or Lancelot Parker Booth was a Medical adviser, a 
mentor to the Indian Ambulance Corps (1899-1900), head of St. Aidan’s Mission, 
Durban; supervised a small charitable hospital founded by Indians in 1899 and 
Dean of St. John’s in Durban.

2  From the Sabarmati Ashram’s archival database entry.
3  Refer, CWMG, Vol. 29, p. 67 and CWMG, Vol. 39, p. 174.
4  This is not available.
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4.  LETTER FROM CLARE WHITE

Army Temperance Association 
Office-47, 

Victoria Street 
Westminster, S. W.

President General: H. R. H. The Duke of Connaught, K. P. 
Chairman of Council: Field Marshal Earl Roberts, V. C., K. P., 
Commander In Chief 
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer: Honourable Conrad Dillon 
Secretary: Clare White, Esq.

Durban
March 3, 1901

DEAR MR. GANDEE

I regret I was unable to call & see you eve I left but the 
mail left at 11 a.m. Monday & I was suddenly ordered to leave 
in it, so could not squeeze time to come to say Good bye!

May I ask you to remit any amount you may have collected 
to me at G.P.O. Cape Town where I shall be until the 15th instant 
& I will write letter of acknowledgement & thanks for same1.

Thanking you on Earl Roberts2 behalf for all you have done.
Believe me, 
Yours Ever, 

Clare White

S.N. 3783

1  Refer, ‘Letter from Clare White’, S.N. 3816.
2  Frederick Sleigh Roberts, 1st Earl Roberts (1832-1914) was one of the 

most successful commanders of the 19th century. He replaced General Buller in 
the Second Boer War as Commander-in-Chief in January 1900.

The par[agraph] about ‘any other man similarly situated’ 
might be taken advantage of by Mr. Clarence1 so as to obtain 
the medal for the Europeans employed, or did you say he had 
done something in this way!

In great haste, 
Yours truly, 

L. P. Booth

S.N. 3762

3.  LETTER FROM RUNGASAMY PADIACHY 2

Umgeni Road
February 11, 1901

Mr. M. K. Ghandhi3

DEAR SIR,

Owing to rain on Saturday evening the dance was stopped 
and will commence from Saturday next so I hope you will count 
for your chairs from Saturday next and if you want the chairs 
middle of this week I will send it or you can let it remain 
here for the week.

Yours truly, 
Rungasamy Padiachy 

Sd.

S.N. 3775

1  Superintendent of Indian Ambulance Corps and the Chief Engineer of 
the Public Works Department, Pietermaritzburg.

2  A trader and one of the Vice-Presidents of the Natal Indian Congress.
3  As in the source, all variations in the spellings are retained for MKG; 

they would henceforth not be marked as footnote.
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Hoping you would forgive me for this lengthy letter.
With kind regards, 

I remain, 
Yours very truly, 
J. L. Roberts

S.N. 3786

6.  LETTER FROM B. KHAMBATA

Pretoria
March 18, 1901

DEAR MR. GANDHI,

The final despatches of General Buller1 have been published 
in the London Gazette of the 8-2-01, and I am pleased to 
inform you, (in case you do not see it) that the following appears 
regarding the work of your bearer company on page 948.

“The names of the following Officers have been specially 
brought to my notice :-
-----
(e) Indian Ambulance Corps:-
Mr. Clarence, Superintendent.
Mr. Ghandi, Asst. Suptdtt.2

-----
Para 10, page 948, Col 2, under (j),
	 “The Indian Ambulance Corps, under Suptdt. Clarence, 
have been most careful of the wounded—the conditions of 
their enlistment did not allow them to go under fire.”

1  Sir Redvers Henry Buller (1839-1908), British Army officer served as 
Commander-in-Chief of British forces in the early months of the Second Boer 
War and subsequently commanded the army in Natal until his return to England 
in November 1900.

2  MKG wrote on March 30, 1901 to the Colonial Secretary of Natal 
regarding General Buller’s despatch wherein he was described as Asst. Supt.,        
Indian Ambulance Corps. He stated, “if the extract is complete, according to my 
correspondent no more officers of that Corps are thus mentioned. If that be so, 
and if the credit given is to the Assistant Superintendent as such, it belongs to 
Mr. Shire, who was the only Gentleman in the Corps recognized as such. And 
if the description of the office is of no consequence and if I am entitled to any 
credit for having done my duty, it is due in a greater measure to Dr. Booth, 
now Dean of St. John’s, and to Mr. Shire who spared no pains in making the 
Corps the success it proved to be.” CWMG, Vol. 3, pp. 215-216.

5.  LETTER FROM JOHN LUTCHMAN ROBERTS 1

Hope Mission Station 
Phoenix

March 12, 19012

DEAR MR. GANDHI,

I enclose herewith a list of the names of the teachers3 who 
are members of our Union, as requested. May I see you at your 
residence on Saturday next the 16th instant at 3 p.m. as I have 
certain matters to lay before you.

Kindly let me know what you intend to do with reference 
to my suggestion about having a picnic for all the Indian School 
children on Easter Monday, which as you know falls on the 8 
of April.

I hope you will use your influence personally so that the 
above may really take place & be a success. I can assure you 
it would be a red letter day in the lives of the Indian children 
concerned.

One of the objects of the Congress I believe is to promote 
Education, but up to present, it has done little or nothing as far 
as this important matter is concerned. If I am not mistaken it 
is your business, as Secretary of the Congress, to see that the 
Congress does not violate one of its vital principles. As far as 
I can see, education seems to be one of the dead principles of 
the Congress. It is all very “well for the Congress to pose” as 
promoters of (Indian) Education by promising it, but it is the 
fulfilling of that promise that is required. Some sort of scholarship 
ought to be offered to the Indian children of the Colony instead 
of empty promises and unfulfilled pledges.

Now to the picnic affair: if matter of spending £20 once 
in a while for the benefit of the Indian children would not 
hurt the Congress in the least, so I hope you would let me 
know definitely what is to be done regarding this affair at your 
earliest convenience.

1  An Indian Christian and son of an ex-indenture labour, a Sunday school 
teacher at St. Aidan’s Mission, Member of the Indian Educational Association, 
tutor for the Natal Civil Service Examination, a steward at Durban Club.

2  It is noted on the letter that it was received on 13-3-1901.
3  This is not available.
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Item 7:

LETTER FROM SHEIK AMEER TO BUDREA
December 26, 1903

DEAR MR. BUDREA AHIR,

Having had no reply to my letters I could not understand of 
your silence regarding the D property the second installment is 
due 10/1/04. I have not yet received account from the Auctioneer 
of Dundee and don’t know how much I must remit. I shall be 
glad if you could send £350 with the money I have on hand 
I will meet this installment. I have fenced the lower portion of 
the ground but nothing done to the homestead waiting for you. 
Please reply per return of post, otherwise I will have to borrow 
money on the ground.

Kind regards, 
S[heik] A[meer]

Item 8:

LETTER FROM SHEIK AMEER TO BUDREA AHIR
April 9, 1904

I beg to inform you that I have this day received cheque 
from Mr. Gandhi for £400 I shall be glad if you will kindly 
send me a further cheque for £200 to settle the amount owing 
for the portion where my store stand. I have told Goordeen of 
cheque sent through Mr. G[andhi].

S[heik] A[meer]

…………………

Item 9:

TELEGRAM FROM SHEIK AMEER 
AND GOORDEEN TO BUDREA

April 5, 1904
SORRY WILL HAVE TO FORFEIT ALL THE MONEY PAID UNLESS YOU 

TRY YOUR BEST TO SENT MONEY BY 9TH INSTANT YOU MUST NOT 

BLAME US AS YOU ARE WELL AWARE OF PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS.

[Sheik Ameer]
S.N. 4698
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(24-10-1907)	 149
	 4777	 letter from anderson & edmonds (6-11-1907)	150
	 4778	 letter from the office of m. k. gandhi 

(22-11-1907)	 386
	 4779	 letter from shepstone, wylie & binns 

(28-11-1907)	 152
	 4791	 letter from w. r. beningfield (3-2-1908)	 155
	 4792a	 letter from e. m. gorges (30-1-1908)	 153
	 4796	 telegram from c. a. de r. labistour 

(8-3-1908)	 156
	 4797	 declaration of plaintiffs (11-2-1908)	 389
	 4797	 declaration of defendants (11-3-1908)	 392
	 4798	 letter from ernest f. c. lane (12-3-1908)	 156
	 4800	 letter from the office of m. k. gandhi 

(18-3-1908)	 394
	 4801	 letter from c. a. de r. labistour (21-3-1908)	157
	 4807	 telegram from budree (6-4-1908)	 158
	 4810	 telegram from chamney (11-5-1908)	 158
	 4812	 letter from ernest f. c. lane (13-5-1908)	 159
	 4815	 letter from ernest f. c. lane (15-5-1908)	 160
	 4817	 letter from ernest f. c. lane (22-5-1908)	 161
	 4820	 letter from r. k. khan (4-6-1908)	 162
	 4821	 letter from ernest f. c. lane (4-6-1908)	 163
	 4822	 letter from ernest f. c. lane (4-6-1908)	 164
	 4825	 letter from drummond chaplin (9-6-1908)	 164
	 4826	 telegram from private secretary to colonial 

secretary (12-6-1908)	 165
	 4827	 letter from ernest f. c. lane (18-6-1908)	 166
	 4828	 telegram from private secretary to colonial 

secretary (19-6-1908)	 166
	 4831	 letter from acting collector of customs, 

sydney (8-7-1908)	 167
	 4831	 immigration restriction act 1901, australia	 335

	 s.n. 4718	 letter from the office of m. k. gandhi 
(16-3-1907)	 379

	 4719	 letter from sheik ameer (14-3-1907)	 135
	 4722	 letter from w. h. tatham (19-3-1907)	 136
	 4723	 letter from sheik ameer (20-3-1907)	 137
	 4725	 telegram from w. h. tatham associates 

(26-3-1907)	 138
	 4726	 telegram from foolmania budree (27-3-1907)	138
	 4727	 telegram from m. k. gandhi (27-3-1907)	 379
	 4728	 letter from the office of m. k. gandhi 

(27-3-1907)	 380
	 4729	 telegram from foolmania budree (27-3-1907)	139
	 4730	 letter from william edmund pitcher 

(15-4-1907)	 139
	 4731	 letter from the office of m. k. gandhi 

(17-4-1907)	 381
	 4733	 letter from william edmund pitcher 

(19-4-1907)	 141
	 4736	 letter from the office of m. k. gandhi 

(23-4-1907)	 381
	 4745	 letter from the office of m. k. gandhi 

(14-5-1906)	 364
	 4746	 letter from watt & pike (15-5-1907)	 142
	 4747	 letter from the office of m. k. gandhi 

(15-5-1906)	 365
	 4749	 letter from the office of m. k. gandhi 

(17-5-1907)	 382
	 4750	 letter from the office of m. k. gandhi 

(17-5-1907)	 383
	 4752	 letter from lewdutt & sons (27-5-1907)	 143
	 4753	 telegram from budri (4-6-1907)	 143
	 4759	 letter from reuben beningfield & sons 

(6-8-1907)	 144
	 4760	 letter from the office of m. k. gandhi 

(9-8-1907)	 383
	 4761	 letter from watt & pike (28-8-1907)	 146
	 4762a	 letter from reuben beningfield & sons 

(17-8-1907)	 145
	 4762	 letter from the office of m. k. gandhi 

(30-8-1907)	 384
	 4763	 telegram from budree (28-9-1907)	 147
	 4765	 draft deed of transfer by anderson & 

edmonds	 386
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	 s.n. 4979	 letter from lord ampthill (4-8-1909)	 215
	 4985	 letter from lord ampthill (7-8-1909)	 215
	 4986	 letter from lord ampthill (7-8-1909)	 216
	 4994	 letter from lord ampthill (10-8-1909)	 217
	 5003	 letter from lord ampthill (12-8-1909)	 218
	 5011	 letter from h. s. l. polak (14-8-1909)	 219
	 5017	 letter from lord ampthill (16-8-1909)	 222
	 5021	 letter from h. s. l. polak (21-8-1909)	 223
	 5027	 letter from lord ampthill (24-8-1909)	 226
	 5028	 letter from lord ampthill (25-8-1909)	 227
	 5030	 letter from lord ampthill (26-8-1909)	 227
	 5033	 telegram from reuter (30-8-1909)	 228
	 5036	 letter from lord ampthill (31-8-1909)	 228
	 5043	 letter from h. w. just (2-9-1909)	 230
	 5046	 letter from h. w. just (3-9-1909)	 231
	 5047	 letter from lord ampthill (3-9-1909)	 232
	 5048	 letter from ameer ali (5-9-1909)	 235
	 5050	 letter from lord ampthill (3-9-1909)	 231
	 5051	 letter from h. s. l. polak (4-9-1909)	 233
	 5052	 letter from lord ampthill (5-9-1909)	 236
	 5057	 letter from florence winterbottom 

(8-9-1909)	 237
	 5061	 letter from h. s. l. polak (10-9-1909)	 238
	 5063	 letter from lionel earle (11-9-1909)	 241
	 5064	 letter from lord ampthill (11-9-1909)	 242
	 5065	 letter from lord ampthill (11-9-1909)	 243
	 5071	 letter from h. w. just (14-9-1909)	 244
	 5075	 letter from ameer ali (15-9-1905)	 245
	 5076	 letter from lord ampthill (15-9-1909)	 245
	 5081	 letter from lord ampthill (17-9-1909)	 247
	 5085	 letter from private secretary to 

lord morley (18-9-1909)	 248
	 5086	 letter from lord ampthill (19-9-1909)	 249
	 5087	 letter from h. w. just (22-9-1909)	 249
	 5092	 letter from rev. f. b. meyer (23-9-1909)	 250
	 5093	 letter from ameer ali (26-9-1909)	 252
	 5094	 letter from florence winterbottom 

(23-9-1909)	 251
	 5095	 letter from florence winterbottom 

(27-9-1909)	 252
	 5107	 letter from c. k. t. naidoo (4-10-1909)	 253
	 5108	 letter from francis j. s. hopwood (4-10-1909)	254
	 5109	 letter from lord ampthill (4-10-1909)	 255

	 s.n. 4845	 letter from l. w. ritch (17-7-1908)	 168
	 4847	 letter from ernest f. c. lane (23-7-1908)	 170
	 4856	 letter from william hosken (14-8-1908)	 170
	 4862	 letter from ernest f. c. lane (22-8-1908)	 171
	 4867	 letter from k. r. daphtary (4-9-1908)	 171
	 4874	 letter from joseph royeppen (11-9-1908)	 173
	 4875	 letter from l. w. ritch (11-9-1908)	 175
	 4880	 letter from william hosken (19-9-1908)	 178
	 4881	 letter from l. w. ritch, (19-9-1908)	 178
	 4882	 letter from h. s. l. polak & sonja schlesin 

(30-9-1908)	 180
	 4883	 letter from rev. j. j. doke (30-9-1908)	 183
	 4884	 letter from olive doke (30-9-1908)	 184
	 4890	 telegram from w. h. tatham (6-10-1908)	 186
	 4891	 letter from the office of m. k. gandhi 

(8-10-1908)	 394
	 4894	 letter from joseph j. doke (9-10-1908)	 186
	 4896	 letter from h. s. l. polak & sonja schlesin 

(10-10-1908)	 188
	 4902	 letter from julia s. mcdonald (21-10-1908)	 190
	 4915	 letter from lord curzon (26-1-1909)	 191
	 4920	 letter from lord curzon (2-2-1909)	 192
	 4922	 letter from budree aheer (12-3-1909)	 194
	 4923	 letter from budree ahir (5-4-1909)	 195
	 4941	 letter from ameer ali (13-7-1909)	 195
	 4943	 letter from ameer ali (15-7-1909)	 196
	 4944	 letter from ameer ali (16-7-1909)	 197
	 4945	 letter from florence winterbottom 

(16-7-1909)	 198
	 4946	 letter from s. zahur ahmad (16-7-1909)	 199
	 4948	 letter from florence winterbottom 

(18-7-1909)	 200
	 4949	 letter from mahomed khan (19-7-1909)	 201
	 4952	 letter from lord ampthill (20-7-1909)	 202
	 4957	 letter from h. w. just (25-7-1909)	 205
	 4959	 letter from lord ampthill (24-7-1909)	 204
	 4965	 letter from lord ampthill (28-7-1909)	 206
	 4967	 letter from lord ampthill (29-7-1909)	 208
	 4969	 telegram from lord ampthill (29-7-1909)	 207
	 4971	 letter from k. r. daphtary (30-7-1909)	 209
	 4975	 letter from lord ampthill (3-8-1909)	 210
	 4977	 letter from lord ampthill (4-8-1909)	 212
	 4978	 letter from lionel earle (4-8-1909)	 214
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	 s.n. 5110	 letter from henry lambert (5-10-1909)	 256
	 5116	 letter from h. s. l. polak (7-10-1909)	 256
	 5117	 letter from lord ampthill (7-10-1909)	 262
	 5121	 letter from lord ampthill (9-10-1909)	 263
	 5123	 letter from p. k. naidoo (11-10-1909)	 264
	 5126	 letter from h. s. l. polak (14-10-1909)	 265
	 5128	 letter from c. p. lucas (15-10-1909)	 269
	 5129	 letter from m. arnold (15-10-1909)	 270
	 5130	 telegram from reuter (9-10-1909)	 264
	 5134	 letter from lord ampthill (18-10-1909)	 270
	 5138	 letter from h. s. l. polak (19-10-1909)	 271
	 5139	 letter from lord ampthill (20-10-1909)	 278
	 5146	 letter from ameer ali (25-10-1909)	 278
	 5149	 letter from h. w. just (28-10-1909)	 279
	 5152b	 letter from leo tolstoy (7-10-1909)	 261
	 5153	 letter from lord ampthill (1-11-1909)	 280
	 5154	 letter from lord ampthill (1-11-1909)	 280
	 5155	 letter from lord ampthill (1-11-1909)	 281
	 5156	 letter from gertrude toynbee (2-11-1909)	 282
	 5157	 letter from francis j. s. hopwood (3-11-1909)	282
	 5160	 letter from h. w. just (4-11-1909)	 283
	 5161	 letter from lord ampthill (4-11-1909)	 284
	 5163	 letter from lord ampthill (5-11-1909)	 285
	 5165	 letter from lord ampthill (7-11-1909)	 285
	 5167	 letter from lord ampthill (9-11-1909)	 286
	 5169	 letter from h. w. just (9-11-1909)	 286
	 5171	 letter from lord ampthill (10-11-1909)	 287
	 5186	 letter from r. gregorowski (18-2-1910)	 288
	 5190	 letter from budrea aheer (18-8-1910)	 288
	 5191	 letter from budrea aheer (13-10-1910)	 289
	 5192	 letter from sir ratan tata (18-11-1910)	 290
	 5193	 letter from sir ratan tata (18-11-1910)	 291
	 5195	 telegram from william m. hosken 

(25-11-1910)	 293
	 5197	 letter from albert cartwright (2-12-1910)	 294
	 5198	 letter from william m. hosken (5-12-1910)	 295
	 5199	 letter from budree aheer (22-12-1910)	 295
	 5202	 letter from h. s. l. polak (16-12-1910)	 296
	 5202a	 letter from h. s. l. polak (thursday)	 298




